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A DEBATE BETWEEN THE MUSLIMS &
CHRISTIANS OF AMRITSAR, FOR THE
PURPOSE OF INVESTIGATING THE TRUTH
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PROCEEDINGS—DEBATE 24 MAY 1893 49

that the birth of Prophet Adam * in the very beginning of the human
race has been accepted to be unique, similarly it should be proved that
the Messiah™ was the Son of God, or God, and came into the world by
contravening the previous well-known proven practice of the manner
of coming of Prophets, and that he came as God or the Son of God.
Then there would be no excuse left for us to deny because when an
occurrence going against inductive reasoning is proven to have taken
place, then that matter also automatically becomes included in the law
of nature and the practice of God. So please prove this issue, but with
logical arguments.

Then Mr. Abdullah Atham states that revelation should be
self-explanatory. So let it be clear that we agree on this point. Without
a doubr, for a true revelation, this very condition is necessary that the
exposition of all its parts needing explanation should also be done
based on the revelation itself. As we see in the Noble Quran, there is
this verse in Sirah al-Fatibah; namely:

L agleElA G Eine 0 SEEIILE G,
Now, in this verse, the words z,’.,’JSé.’;'»T are succinct and require expla-
nation; therefore, at another place, God Almighty elaborated upon
this Himself, stating:

Toabis R GG sl A G eal
3 (Part S, R. 6)— a3

1. Guide us in the right path—the path of those on whom You have bestowed
Your blessings (Swrah al-Fatibah, 1:6-7). [Publisher]

2. On whom You have bestowed Your blessings (Surah al-Fatibah, 1:7).
[Publisher]

3. Who shall be among those on whom Allah has bestowed His blessings,
namely, the Prophets, the Truthful, the Martyrs, and the Righteous (Sirah
an-Nisa’ 4:70). [Publisher]
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This means, O Allah! Show us the straight path. The path of those upon whom
You have bestowed Your favour. This is the supplication which is offered at all
times, in every Prayer, within every rakat of the Prayer. The number of times that
this supplication is repeated demonstrates its importance.

The Prime Objective of the Ahmadiyya Community

Our community must remember that this is not a minor thing and the actual
purpose is not to repeat these words like a parrot. In fact, this is an effective and
faultless recipe that transforms an individual into the most excellent of people.
One ought to keep this objective in mind as though it were an amulet.

The verse just mentioned is a supplication which seeks to beg for four classes
of excellence. If man attains these four categories of excellence, he shall, as if, do
justice to this prayer and in fact do justice to the purpose of his very own creation.
Furthermore, in this way, man shall also fulfil his responsibility in making use of

the abilities and faculties that have been given him.

A Commentary of “Those Upon Whom God
Has Bestowed His Blessings’

One should also not forget that certain parts of the Holy Quran are a commen-
tary and explanation of other parts. In one instance, a matter will be alluded to
in brief, but in another instance the very same matter is expounded in detail. In

other words, the latter is a commentary of the former. Therefore, in the instance

under discussion, here Allah the Exalted states:

e i
The path of those upon whom Thou hast bestowed Thy blessings.

Now, this is an indication in brief. In another instance, however, the Holy Quran
itself has expounded that ‘those upon whom God has bestowed His blessings’ are

as follows:

V' al-Fatihah, 1:6-7
> al-Fatibah, 1:7
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From among the Prophets, the Truthful, the Martyrs and the Righteous.

That is to say, those upon whom God has bestowed His blessings comprise four
classes of people: the Prophets, the Truthful, the Martyrs and the Righteous.
All four of these magnificent ranks are gathered in the Prophets, peace be upon
them, because this is the highest rank among these four. It is obligatory upon each
and every one of us to strive correctly to attain these excellences, in the manner
that the Holy Prophet, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, has shown us

through his own actions.

Never Abandon the Way of the Holy Prophet**

I would also like to tell you that there are many people who desire to attain
these excellences by way of their own self-invented incantations and litanies. But
let me tell you that if you adopt a method that was not practiced by the Holy
Prophet, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, then it is futile. Who could
be more truly experienced in the path of those favoured by God than the Holy
Prophet, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him? In fact, he was a man in
whose person all the excellences of prophethood reached their final limit as well.
The path adopted by the Holy Prophet* is the most effective and nearest way
to God. To abandon this path and invent another—irrespective of the joy that
it may bring— in my opinion, leads to ruin. This is what God has disclosed to
me. KBy truly following the Holy Prophet, peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him, one finds God; but one who does not follow the Holy Prophet®—even
after an entire life of striving—shall not be able to attain the ultimate objective.
As such, even Sadi speaks of the necessity of subservience to the Holy Prophet,
peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, in the following words:

W}Jﬂ:g}fc»;,ﬂ.
gwj.é,l%u?)

Strive to forsake materialism, and to adopt piety, sincerity, and purity;
But do not step beyond (the practices taught by) Mustafa*.

So, do not abandon the path of the Holy Prophet, peace and blessings of Allah be

' an-Nisa, 4:70
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