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to be the worst man living, and has
spread in countries far away that I am a
creator of discord, a thug, a shop-keeper,
a liar, an impostor, and an evil-doer.

“1 find that these slanders are calcu-
lated to exterminate my following and to
demolish the structure raised by the hand
OF Wit o ven O God, decide between me
and Maulvi Sanaullah. Let the liar and
the creator of discord perish before the
truthful. Amen! In the end Maulvi
Sanaullah isrequested to publish this letter
in his paper. Let him write whatever he
may below it. The decision now rests
with God.”

This letter was published in April,
1907. Ghulam Ahmad died thirteen
months after, in May 1908. That can
have no other meaning except that he
fell a victim to his own prayer. The
followers of Mirza Ghulam Ahmad con-
found the issue, and say that his death had
nothing to do with this episode. They tell
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us that Mirza Ghulam Ahmad had chal-
lenged Maulvi Sanaullah, in the letter
quoted above, to a supplication duel, a
spiritual tug-of-war, to decide between
them. And a duel requires the mutualcon-
sent of parties, without which it cannot be
fought. Since Maulvi Sanaullah refused
to join in the Messiah's prayer—that the
self-seeker might perish before the truth-
ful—the affair ended there and then.
And the death of Ghulam Ahmad, a
year later, cannot be said to proceed

from his desire to try conclusions with

Maulvi Sanaullah.
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad’s letter is

before us. It does not admit of the
construction put upon it. The Mirza
invokes God to punish the wrong-doer,
whether it be the Mirza himself or Maulvi
Sanaullah. There is no talk of the
challenge ; the word nowhere occurs in the
text of the letter, or in the bold headline
which has in view the “ last judgment”
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and no contest. The very spiritfof the
utterance is against a contest. No prelimi-
naries of a duel are mentioned or decided
upon. The Mirza proceeds ex-parte
against Maulvi Sanaullah and hastens
to fasten the rope round his neck. The
Maulvi is positively debarred from hav-
ing his say in the matter. Let him say
what he may. That would be beside
the point. “ The decision #now rests
with God.”

If Maulvi Sanaullah construed the
Mirza as inviting him to a duel, he
committed a mistake. The terms in
which the Mirza had couched his prayer
left the Maulvi no option to make the
contrary asseveration. Whatever he might
say would be irrelevant and uncalled
for. And if the Mirza affected to clinch
the bargain with Maulvi Sanaullah on
the terms offered by the latter, he did
it precisely because he wanted to wriggle
out of his rash utterance. The Mirza's
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letter stands. Whatever he may have
said to dilute its severity, must be an
after-thought and go against him.

His retreat was cut off. He died
of cholera a year after he had threatened
Maulvi Sanaullah with the same fatality.
Maulvi Sanaullah continues to live and
his war-cries have not ceased to disturb
the peace of his adversary’s grave. ‘‘ And
in this there is a sign unto those who

reflect.”
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CHAPTER VII
OMISSIONS AND COMMISSIONS

IT is the glory of a prophet that his
personality is refulgent with the message
of which it is the vehicle. His utterance
is guaranteed against error, and his char-
acter a faithful illustration of his preach-
ing. It is his mission to establish the
kingdom of God on earth. And it is his
personal example and magnetism that
draw recruits to his cause. The most
- -crucial thing about a prophet is the way
he conducts himself towards his fellow-
men and comports himself under severe
trial. It is essentially the MAN that
furnishes the key to the PRO PHET. The
lapses of the former are fata] to thelatter.
Almost enough has been said to
show that Ghulam Ahmad the man
Provides the strongest argument against
Ghulam Ahmad the prophet. The present

chapter wil] amplify this thesis.
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We know that it was the Baraheen.-;.
Akmadiyyg that brought M;

the Muslim COmmunity that made it
Possible for the Mirza to bring out hjg
work,

Mirza Ghulam Ahmad pgaq not
been able ¢, clear himself of the charges
levelled 2gainst him jp thjg connection,
His work fell short of the €xpectationg
of those who had liberally contributed

towards itg publication.

that Ghulam Ahmad hag made free with
the money he hag collected
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claim advanced op behalf of Ghulam
Ahmad that the man had ap immaculate
character and Teputation before he intro-
duced himself to the world a5 Mehdi and
- It was the author of the

into a prophet. A

the former cannot
dissociate itself from the latter,

Mirza Ghulam Ahmad had 4 Craze
for number ; he speaks of hjg

his prophecieg and his exchequer as com.
- Prising millions, He seems greatly to
i : d that is hijg foible, It

f ollowers,

would contain thy
for the truth of Islam,
make such apromise, and stj]] more childish
on the part of others to have taken him
Seriously, The Baraheen showed jtg
Capacity tg phe much more limjted, Its
author wag accused by the vulgar herd he
had Catered for of being a Promise-breaker
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and a swindler, Ghulam Ahmad took
up the cudgels for himself, but his
defence is an apology for one. He told

his critics that God had dissuaded him.

from completing his arguments, that his
investiture with Messiah-hood had absolv-
ed him from the promise he had made
when he was not the Messiah, and that
he was prepared to return their moneys
to those who might have reason to believe
themselves defrauded. He labours the
point that circumstances alter cases, and
his over-emphasis thereon evidences an
inner disquiet which his long and loud
utterance is powerless to subdue. He
says it was his original intention to write
the Baraheen in fifty parts, but that he
had confined it to five. *Is mot five as
good as fifty? There is just the difference
of a nought.” The mentality underlying

these words is significant enough. One.

who can slip into this sort of phraseclogy
with  natural ease can only be a
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habitual thrower of dust in men’s eyes,
He gulps down with a coarse witticism
what should have stuck a more conscien-
tious man in the gizzard. That Ghulam
Ahmad showed himself ready to compen-
sate those who considered themselves
tricked out of their money does not show
that he had a clean record, rather that he
had lost early enough in his career the
opportunity to prove that he could be
relied upon to fulfil his trust.

Money was the Messiah’s weakness
from the first, and a weakness that he
could not overcome. If S. Sarwar Shah,
one of his disciples, is to be trusted—and
there is no reason why he should not be
—DMirza Ghulam Ahmad was suspected
by Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din and Maulvi
MuhammadAliof diverting into private use
the money of which he was the custodian.
These two men, by far the most
enlightened of his followers, wanted the
Messiah to transfer management of the
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guest house from his to more represent-
ative control. M. Muhammad Ali wanted
to know what the Messiah did with all
the money that passed into his hands, as
the guest house did not cost much. The
Khwaja agreed with this, and frequently
mentioned in private talks that the Mirza
rolled in luxury while he persuaded his
followers to curtail their expenditure and
contribute liberally to the common fund.
The Mirza complained a few days before
his death: “Maulvi Muhammad Ali
considers me a swindler.........what have
these people to do with the money. All
this income would stop if I withdrew
myself to-day.”* The reader may mark
the Mirza’s anxiety to treat money as
his “reserved subject” and his prophet-
hood as a private concern. The proceeds
of his prophethood are kis income. Why
should %e be asked to render an account?

* This extract forms part of a letter that the Bashir-
ud-Din wrote to Hakim Nur-ud-Din,
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Mirza Ghulam Ahmad ig known to
have lived like an Oriental prince. He paid
extravagant prices for his tonic medicines
of which he was no mean connoisseur,
In his letters to Hakim Nur-ud-Din he
descants upon their virtues, and says how
they brought him back to life, just at the
time his second marriage was putting an
incredible strain on his vitality and he had
given himself up for lost. He attributeg
his children by his second wife to those
wonder-working restoratives. The Messiah
seems to have been an occasiona] sipper.
The letter in which he asked for Tonic
Wine has been preserved *

Ghulam Ahmad spent money like
water on gorgeous dresses and costly
Jewellery for his wife, e expected his
followers to Practise strict economy and

*In an article published in th 3 2

L e Paigham-i-
mwmm, u&mmgﬁ the 4th, 1934, Dr. Basharat Ahmad 1o os
Foo O<m:m._ can bring no reproach on the Messiah
i Xed health rendered occasional use of
el 8 andy necessary. But it is by no means
P msoc_ﬂuﬂ to this ?qmn:mww-oobwcg prophethood
ave been handicapped by Jaded nerves,
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inure themselves to poverty and self-
denial, in order to effect savings for the
cause. Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din seems to
have been an unsparing critic in private
of the reckless waste of money that was
a conspicuous feature of Ghulam Ahmad's
household. S. Sarwar Shah tells us that
Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din once expressed
himself on this delicate subject to this
effect :

“We have been telling our wives
that we ought to lead our lives as the
Prophet and his Companions did. They
contented themselves with coarse food
and clothing. They dedicated their
savings to Allah’s cause, and we ought to
do likewise. We have been sermonizing
like this and saving money for Qadian.
But when our wives went to Qadian and
saw things for themselves, they got cross
with us on return home, and gave the lie
to our sermons. ‘You are liars,” they
said, ‘we have been to Qadian and seen
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the life of the prophet and his companions.
We have not one-tenth of the comfort
and luxury that women in Qadian have.
And after all the earnings are ours. The
money that is remitted to Qadian is
expressly meant for the cause. You are
liars and have been deceiving usall the
time. You can befool us no longer.
And now they do not give us money to
be sent to Qadian.”

S. Sarwar Shah goes on to say:—

“Then the Khwaja continued: ' The
reply that you generally give to
questions like this will not do, for I know
all.” And he (Khwaja) dwelt at length
on certain purchases (for the Messiah's
household) of fineries and clothes...I was
feeling all the time that God’s wrath was
upon us, and was praying that I might be
saved therefrom.”

.<<m owe these home truths about the
Messiah to the recriminations resulting
from the split in his ranks. Ghulam
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