HIS HOLINESS

Mosaic Pharoah as having been cast ashore
to be a sign and a warning to mankind.
It is not our object to enter into these
details here. We only want to show that
Prophetic Revelation feeds, and is not
fed by, the human intellect. It comes in
only when human faculties have ceased
to be of service to their possessors; when
the voice of conscience is still; when
reason is irretrievably lost in the fogs of
passion. Revelation is an agency which
Nature very sparingly employs and which
is not called upon to undertake what man
by his unaided efforts might well accomp-
lish. The bearer of revelation is the
superman of his age; he chalks out
untrodden paths and at every point of his
contact with the world creates values
beyond the ken of his fellow-men. Can
we say this of Ghulam Ahmad? Only
the blind could fail to see the mimic
prophet picking up the crumbs of Sir
Syed’s repast. The Syed held that
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uommm Christ was dead and could not
revisit the earth. He preached to the
Indian Musalman that Jehad was not to
be thought of under British rule, Mirza
m.ermB Ahmad took up these proposi-
tions and passed them upon the world
as divinely inspired. Let us grant that
Sir Syed was quite right in his preaching
and Ghulam Ahmad in re-echoing it
But that would only show the Mirza 3.
be a prophet in borrowed plumes.
Having despatched Jesus, Mirza
Ghulam Ahmad declared himself to be
the Christ awaited by Muslims and
Christians. He tried to draw a complete
parallel between his own life and that
of Jesus Christ. Both lived and worked
under the greatest of imperial powers of
their respective times. Jesus was a
WOH.ES and Ghulam Ahmad a British
mmEmnn. The Mirza likened the Muslims
of histime to the Jewsof Christ's day. The
Jews had Jesus condemned to the Cross,

81




HIS HOLINESS

and the Muslims had Ghulam Ahmad
tried by a British court for abetment of
murder. Both escaped, the former from
the Cross and the latter from the gallows.
More than that. The followers of
Ghulam Ahmad  characterize their
master’s physiognomy as answering to
the description of the Israelite Prophets.
This analogy can be shown to break
down miserably, Jesus led a life of
poverty and self-denial, while Ghulam
Ahmad prided himself on the worldly
riches that his prophethood had brought
him. Jesus was a friend of the poor and
the outcast and wanted to be considered
as one of them, whereas Ghulam Ahmad
was swollen with aristocratic pride and
had unmixed contempt for the rif-raff.
The Punjab Census Report (1901) spoke
of Ghulam Ahmad as a Maulvi who
started “with a special mission to the

sweepers . * The Messiah could not take

# The writer of the report confused him with 2
cousin of his.
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ﬁwm lying down. He submitted g memo-
rial to the authorities protesting against
being “associated with a very low class
of society”, and demanding excision of
m.wm defamatory passages that lacerated
me own feelings and those of the

Raises, Jagirdars, respectable Govern-
ment officials, Merchants, Pleaders,
learned Mauilvis and highly educated
young men” among his followers,

.«.mmum condemned the self-righteous
conceit and formalism of the Scribes and
Pharisees. But Ghulam Ahmad’s petition
to the British Government shows him to
be a man of the commonest clay who
would not deign to rub shoulders with
the pariahs. More than that. He
fosters, blesses and defends the vanities
of birth, riches and learning that Christ
an«m_.m@ himself uncompromisingly
against. Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is not
the like, but a travesty of Christ,

The followers of Ghulam Ahmad
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are anxious to make out as many points
as they can of resemblance between Jesus
and their own Messiah, regardless of the
straws they snatch at. They urge. that
Christ was for rendering to Casar the
things that were Czsar’s and that
Ghulam Ahmad, too, was a law-abiding
and tax-paying British subject. The
history of Christ has yet to be written.
While there is nothing on record to show
that Jesus waged war against the Romans,
there is ample evidence that he preached
doctrines which no imperial power can
contemplate with equanimity.,

Christ was to all intents and purposes
a leader of the masses, who visualized a
kingdom wunder God. The Christian
world is guilty of having tampered with
the meaning of the term “ Kingdom of
God . It is believed that the Kingdom
of God is not at all this-worldy and
that it relates exclusively to the hereafter.
The Kingdom of God came to be
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‘magistrate allowed Jesus to be sent to
the Cross, knowing full we] that he
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‘banished from thjs world to the next
because kings and emperors  wanted
demarcation between their dominions
and God’s only to become undisputed
masters of all they surveyed.

That explains why God's Kingdom
was allowed to become a curiosity of the
world to come instead of g living reality
on our side of the grave. It is clear that
the Prophet of Nazareth could not have
spoken of the Kingdom of God in this
restricted and mutilated sense of the
term. The Christianity of to-day may
put a false construction upon his words,
But the Jews understood him and so did

the Romans, They did laugh at the man

who had not an arrow in his quiver and

talked of founding an empire. But that
they were certainly not ignorant of the
‘Potentialities of the Gospel, is amply

borne out by the fact that the Roman
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was innocent. That he washed his hands
of the blood of Christ, does not make
him any the less responsible for the
‘sentence he pronounced and, to - all
appearance, got executed. Christ, the
‘man of God, who was for rendering to
Czsar the things that were his was also
for rendering to God what is His. He
would not have hesitated to take away
‘from Caesar what did not rightfully
belong to him, and this implication of
his teaching was not lost upon those
whom it concerned.

Ghulam Ahmad, unlike Christ, is
Cesar’'s own man. He burns a votary’s
incenseat the altar of English imperialism.
He knows the fate he would have met in
a Muslim country. That is why he goes
into raptures over the blessings of British
‘rule. In a letter to Queen Victoria
‘he tells her that it was her earthly
justice that moved God in heaven to
raise the Messiah from amongst her
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subjects. He beseeches the British to
guard “the sapling of their own plant-
ing.” These words have compromised
his prophethood as well as those
charged to defend it. There is a certain
section of Muslims very near suspecting
his prophethood to have been inspired
and subsidized by the powers that be.
The Ahmadis who carry on their
propaganda in foreign lands are looked
upon by the inhabitants of those
countries as DBritish spies. There is
nothing to suggest that Ghulam Ahmad’s
prophethood had the English for its
authors except his own utterance, which
seems to have the force almost of a con-
fession when he calls himself *“ the sap-
ling of their own planting” or when he
speaks of British justice as having been
the mover of heaven with respect to his
Prophethood. It goes without saying
that the Ahmadis conduct themselves in
@ Manner that arouses the suspicion that
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blood other than those of ‘his ancestors
courses through the veins of Ghulam
Ahmad’s prophethood. .

Mirza Ghulam Ahmad isat pains to
make Islam into an appanage of British
imperialism. He pretends to have rung
the knell of Jehad, and repeatedly begs
of the British to reward his lifelong service
as their propagandist. His personality
is the closet where Christ and Antichrist
clandestinely meet, confabulate and
conspire. They remain no longer opposed
except for the sake of argument. It is
always the Antichrist that is invoked to
silence the batteries directed against the
Christ. The reincarnation has done
violence to the Messiah’s nature; he
follows the Antichrist like a train-bearer;
and the Holy Ghost likewise registers the
decrees of Antichrist.

We should not have felt called upon
to dwell on the Anglophilous proclivities
of Ghulam Ahmad, had he spoken as a
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private individual as so many Anglo-
Muslim alliance enthusiasts are doing
to-day. But he does not do that, and
claims divine authority for every syllable
that escapes his lips. God is no respecter
of persons and empires. And His chosen
ones address kings and emperors as
Moses addressed Pharoah or as Abraham
confronted his idolatrous folks. The
fiery ordeal from which prophethoods are
known to have emerged without scathe
is his pet abhorrence. The abusive epi-
thets that he heaped upon his opponents,
and the death and pestilence to which his
prophecies habitually consigned his ene-
mies, created a veritable scandal that
aroused Government to the necessity of
keeping the Messiah within manageable
limits. The District Magistrate of Gur-
daspur told him that he was going too far,
and made him sign an agreement that he
would no longer revile his enemies and
that he would desist from . publishing

89




HIS HOLINESS

revelations predictive of anybody’s death
or ruin. If his revelations emanated
from God, here was an opportunity to
stand up for them and to part with life
and all rather than have silence imposed
upon his oracle. That he readily accepted
the conditions dictated to him, shows
that his prophethood was no more than
lip-deep.

It is the way of prophets to hearten
the righteous and warn the wicked. They
carry on their work and deliver the mes-
sage they are charged with. No perse-
cution can daunt them ; it only serves as
an incentive to redouble their efforts,
Their voice remains clear, firm and unstifl-
ed, come what may. And when the world
has finally refused to listen to them, when
suasion has reached its limit, they appeal
to the judgment of God, from which there
is no escape. The Deluge came when

Noah invoked God's judgment on his

persecutors. The Pharoah defied Moses,
90
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and his mummified remains tel] their own
story. It is nothing short of blasphemy
to mention Ghulam Ahmad beside the
great teachers of the world. Necessity
alone could, perhaps, excuse us, Ghulam
Ahmad’s revelations found their exorciser
in the District Magistrate,  Peter’s
conduct in denying Jesus was far less

dishonourable than the Messiah’s who left

his revelations in the lurch the moment
the authorities frowned at them. He
dealt his prophethood a deadlier blow

than any of his enemies could have done,

and committed moral and spiritual
suicide. Need we any more pursue
the parallel instituted by this Messiah

‘between himself and Jesus Christ?

Ghulam Ahmad claimed in his
Capacity as Messiah that he had been
Sent to “smash the Cross” and extirpate
the Antichrist, That was a challenge
to Christendom and to its foremost
Tepresentative in the East. He sought
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to mitigate the severity of his claim by
interpreting Antichrist to be no other
than Christian missionaries. The Anti-
christ was to be worsted in argument
rather than on the field of battle. Wordy
warfare with Christian missionaries was
wholly to engage Christ in his second
coming. The Mirza dare not suggest
that Christian missions have their root
in imperial expansion, that so long
as mBﬁmE.m:mB endures its missionary
adjuncts must remain, and that Anti.
christ cannot die while imperialism lives,
The Messiah is all the wiser for his
sojourn amongst the Jews of yore, and is
determined not to reopen the fatal
chapter of crucifixion. He blesses impe-
rialism and curses its child. He swallows
the camel and strains at the gnat,

Fifty —years have passed since
Ghulam Ahmad opened fire on Ant-
christ. Has he achieved the victory over
the Cross which was the most trumpeted
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item on his programme ? There can be
no doubtas to the answer. The Qadianis
allege that the Mirza has riddled the
Cross with his shots.* That is the great-
est falsehood ever uttered. The Cross
has the world at its feet, and is perched
on heights unknown to it in Mirza’s time.
Did not the Mirza himself publicly pray
all his life that the whole world might
come and remain under its sway till the
Day of Judgment? The Cross with its
big battalions has come to the rescue of
the Messiah's prayer and has justified
the confidence he reposed in it. The
Mirza’s war with Antichrist is a blind
and a camouflage. The co-operation
between the two is as close and unfailing
as that between the blades that together
constitute a pair of scissors,

*If words Wwere bullets, Nietzsche must bear the

palm.
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CHAPTER VI
SIGNS AND WONDERS

THE Hagiqat-ul-Wahy (Truth about
Revelation) is the last of Mirza Ghulam
Ahmad’s works in which he recounts the
signs alleged to have been granted him
by God. He claims that one who has
read that book from title-page to colophon
cannot fail to be convinced of his revela-
tion being veracious. He enumerates his
prophecies in support of his claim and
tries to swell their number by repeating
very many of them several times over.
They dwell at length on his pecuniary
gains, on the discomfiture of his enemies,
and on his successes in the field of litiga-
tion. He prides himself on the unerring
fulfilment of his prophecies, and is at
pains to impart his own enthusiasm to his
readers,

We shall select and examine some of
his prophecies to see whether his claim
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can stand the test, the only test it admits
of. But we cannot help feeling amused
at the audacity with which he argues from
his prophecies to his prophethood. Itis
true that prophethood prophesies but not
that all prophesying is wuowrmﬂroom. Pro-
phecies do not make one a prophet.
They are not indicative, nor need they be
suggestive, of spirituality in him who
makes them. The Mirza's prophecies are
the mainstay of his prophethood and he
advances them with a bluff not unlike the
card-sharper’s. He seems to count on
the future as if it were an accomplice in
his designs. It would be interesting to
cee how he came to presume upon the
unseen.

Modern Psychology, with its leanings
primarily abnormal, has brought no more
than the tyro’s interest to bear upon the
subject of dreams. The study of how
far dreams are predictive of the future has
yet to be undertaken, Materials exist,
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but no scientific use has yet been found
for them. That dreams are nothing but
mental waste, ill-assorted and purposeless,
cannot stand scrutiny. It is undeniable
that some of our dreams have as clear a
perception of the future as memory has
of the past. There are persons whose
dreams habitually dwell on the future and
come true. We have reasons to believe
that Mirza Ghulam Ahmad had second
sight which went on getting myopic from
ill-usage as years passed. His visions
filled him with spiritual conceit, and their
frequency served only to heighten it. He
came to be obsessed with the thought that
he was a seer. His dreams began increas-
ingly to reflect this waking preoccu-
pation of his and convinced him rather
against his will that God had elected EB
to the apostolic office. That he did not
give in without a struggle is evidenced by
his persistent refusal to listen to his
revelations which seemed intent on doing
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