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between combatants and non-combatants, and there is
no firing line between the opposing armies. Formerly
wﬁfombatants of either side—comprising chiefly of

_wi‘f en, children and the aged folks—were rather left
TEET 'ed' But now these c;vxhans, too, whethe
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war too is a link in that chain, and “a pj :
scourge”’ as aptly declared by the AfChbis{flg;mé?
Simla the other day. b of

In this hour of great peril, tumult and confusion
the wole world is now crying for deliverance anci
eace. Her best intentioned leaders too are strivin
hard to first end this war successfully and then alon %
side to formulate for the future an international ordgr
of peace and security, following which the earthly
causes of future conflicts may—as far as possible—
be obliterated. We sincerely wish them all success

in these aspirations.

But to acquire such a peace—which the world so
much needs—-and to obliterate all possible dangers of
future conflicts, it is highly essential for all good
thinkers never to lose sight of the root-cause of these
horrible happenings: that is—to quote again the words
of the Prophet of Qadian—‘ Mankind had forsaken
the worship of God.” We should also bear in mind his
sublime counsel : ““ Repent that you may obtain His

mercy.”’

That cousel in fact is the remedy and in a sense
the only ultimate basis for any durable international
order. So if you are anxious to establish a real peace
of universal love and justice, a peace of brotherly toler-
ance and equity, of progress and permanency—then
make a heroic eflfort at repentance, and with deep
reverence and humility turn to God, beseeching of His
mercy and forgiveness, and up to the last moment of
your life keep Him enshrined in your heart, always
loving and worshipping Him—Him alone! Say like
a good man: “O God I have come back to Thee. I
accept all your Prophets, and sincerely promise to
follow all your Commandments. Bless me O Lord,
with Thy forgiveness and pleasure ! ” He wou{d then
own you in return : he would protect you and give you
an all-pervading peace.
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whom Dominion had been given in the east anqg
e

west.
Before discussing the question of the identity of
0

Dhul-Qarnain, it must be pointed out that the {

Qur-an is not a book of stories. Nothing is give Ob’
it merely as a story, but the so-called stories are r: ]m
prophesies predicting future events. The storya ]O}f

Dhul-Qarnain also belongs to the same category. It
does not merely give an account of an histo.rical

personage, but it also describes the important event
that were to take place in the lifetime of anothe:
historical personage who was to appear in the future
Thus the passage not only gives the account of ar;
historical personage that lived in the past, but also that
of a great historical personality that was to make his
appearance in time to come. In short, the passage has
both an historical and a prophetical significance and is
to be studied in both these aspects.

The word Qarn, as shown above, means both ‘a
horn,’ and ‘a century.’ Taken in the former sense, the
passage refers to a king of Media and Persia—kingdoms
represented by two horns. (Vide Daniel 8 : 20). Of the
ram Daniel says, ‘¢ I saw the ram pushing westward and
northward, and southward ; and no beasts could stand
before him, neither was there any that could deliver out
of his hand ; but he did according to his will, and
magnified himself.” It is curious that like this passage,
the Holy Qur-an also describes three journeys of Dhul-
Qarnain (vide Vv. 87, 91, 94). This lends support to
the inference that Dhul-Qarnain in the passage under
comment is a descriptive name of a king of Media and
Persia.. And of the kings of Media and Persia, Cyrus
is the ruler to whom the description most aptly applies.

He succeeded his father Cambryes I as king of Anshan
in 558 B.C. and conquered the Medes in 550
“the founder of the old

“ Cyrus,” says the Ency. Bib. .
Persian Empire, belonged to the ancient princely
d after their ancestor

race of Achzmenide, so-calle .
king only of Persia and
which after the fall of

Achzmenes. At first Cyrus was
Anshin, an Elamite province,

the Elamite kingdom, had come under the dominion 0
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the Archemenid®. In Babylonia, Cyrus calls himself
by preference King of Anshan, but once, in the annals
of Nabu-naid he is spoken of as kmg of Persia.
Neither state, however, was then of mpch importance
in companson with the great Median and Chaldean
empires ; both states, too, were tributaries to Media.”

This was in exact accordance with what the
Prophet Daniel had said, '* Behold, there stocd before
the river a ram which had two horns : and the two
horns were high ; but one was higher than the other,
and the higher came up last.” Media, being the
greater kingdom, represented the higher horn, and as it
was conquered by Cyrus after he became kmg of
Persia and Anshan, therefore the ‘higher horn’ came
up last. “In a short time,” says the Encyclopaedia
Britannica (eleventh edition), * the petty prince of an
almost unknown tribe had founded a mighty empire
whmhextended from the Indus and the Jaxartes to the 3
egean and the borders of Egypt. This result shows
't'ﬁef must have been a great warrior and statesm‘a“h
Nor is Btcha?a%ter without nobility, He excels in-
| y with Vvhtch he treated the vanquished
‘1, ben nor did he put the cap otive kings
ma,hebehaved like a constitutic
—‘-,bﬁﬂﬁPédm his memory was ehe&% e
tl}eggo le’ (Herod iii, 89), and the e
on preserved by Alschylus shbvrs_ t};&ghn. P ERs
‘edilé.oby his_enemies. He

P

by s -‘.:" a“\"
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These words show that if he was rot a prophét, He
was at least one of the elect of God. Again, the Holy
Qur-dn quotes him as saying, “ This is a mercy from
my Lrod. But when the promise of my Lord shalj
come to pass, He will break itinto dust. Apg the
promise of my Lord is true.” These words not only
throw light on his connection with God, but alse show
that God had vouchsafed to him knowledge of tha
futire and that he sometimes made known to menp
what was revealed to him in visions.

The picture of Cyrus as given in the Bible, is
quite in keeping with that of the Dhul:Oarnain of thé
Holy Qur-an. In the first chapter of Ezra we read :
“ Now in the first year of Cyrus, king of Persia, that
the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might

be fulfilled; the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus
king of Persia; that he made a proclamation throughout
all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying,
‘ Thus saith Cyrus King of Persia, The Lord God of
heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth ;
arid he hath charged me to build Him a house at
Jerusaleth, which is in Judah. Who is there among
you of all his people ? His God be with him, and let
Him go up to Jerusalem.” (Ezra 1:1—3)

~In isaia_h, we read, *“ That saith of Cyrus, He is
my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure ; even
saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built: and to the
temple. The foundation shall be laid. Thus saith the
Lord to His Anointed, to Cyrus, whosé right hand I
have holden, to subdue nations before hitm ; and 1 will
loose the loins of kings, to open before him two-leaved
gates; and the gates shall not be shut......... I have
raise hi’m up in righteousness, and I will direct all his
ways : he éﬁéll build my city ahd he shall let go My
d%pftives, not for pricé nor for rewatd, saith the Lord
of  hosts. (Isaiah 44 :28: 45:1, 13, See also
%ﬁh’roﬁicl“es 36 : 22, 23.) i‘i't is certainly worthy of
note,” says the Ency. Bib., " how closely, even down
to g%ial?é, the represéntation of the Persian ¢onqueror,
in his own (cylinder) inscriptions (discovered some years
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